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is a remarkable circumstance that the myth of a slain
god should be told of a king's son. May we conjecture The
that the Phrygian priests who bore the name of Attis
and represented the god of that name were themselves Attis may
members, perhaps the eldest sons, of the royal house, ^mtes
to whom their fathers, uncles, brothers, or other kinsmen ofthe
deputed the honour of dying a violent death in the char-
acter of gods, while they reserved to themselves the duty
of living, as long as nature allowed them, in the humbler
character of kings? If this were so, the Phrygian dynasty
of Midas may have presented a close parallel to the Greek
dynasty of Athamas, in which the eldest sons seem to have
been regularly destined to the altar.1 But it is also possible
that the divine priests who bore the name of Attis may
have belonged to that indigenous race which the Phrygians,
on their irruption into Asia from Europe, appear to have
found and conquered in the land afterwards known as
Phrygia.2 On the latter hypothesis the priests may have
represented an older and higher civilization than that of
their barbarous conquerors. Be that as it may, the god
they personated was a deity of vegetation whose divine life
manifested itself especially in the pine-tree and the violets
of spring ; and if they died in the character of that divinity,
they corresponded to the mummers who are still slain in
mimicry by European peasants in spring, and to the priest
who was slain long ago in grim earnest on the wooded shore
of the Lake of Nemi.
1  The Dying God> pp. 161 sqq.            pp.   350  sq.     Prof.   P.   Kretschmer
holds   that   both   Cybele   and  Attis
2  See   (Sir)  W.   M.   Ramsay,  s.v.      were gods of the indigenous Asiatic
"Phrygia,"    Encyclopaedia    Brifan-      population,  not of the  Phrygian in-
nica,   9th   ed.   xviii.   849  sq. ;   id.,      vaders  (Einleitung in die Geschichte
"A Study of Phrygian  Art," Jour-     der gruchischtn Sprache^   Gottingea,
nal   of Hellenic  Studies^   ix.   (1888)      1896, pp. 194 sq.).